
Pepperell Elementary 
2020 Reopening

Q&A for PES Families

Safety is our Top Priority!
The safety and well being of our students and staff continues to be a top priority for 
the Floyd County School System and Pepperell Elementary. In preparing for the 
beginning of a new school year our staff has been working hard planning procedures 
and guidelines to maximize safety and help keep everyone healthy. School reopening 
guidelines have been developed with the guidance of the Center for Disease Control, 
the Georgia Department of Education, the Georgia Department of Public Health, and 
the Floyd County Emergency Management Agency.

Just as the CDC Guidelines for Opening Schools may continue to change and grow, our 
school protocols shall likely do so as well in response to changing circumstances and 
conditions. We encourage you to refer back to this page and floydboe.net often for 
updates. Thank you in advance for your patience and understanding as we navigate 
this path to bring students back safely, happily, and healthily into the face-to-face 
learning environment at Pepperell Elementary.

Please keep your child at home if he or she 
has fever (100.4 or higher) or COVID-19 
like symptoms.

Information about COVID-19
Symptoms of COVID

How to protect yourself from COVID

Georgia COVID testing sites

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/prevention.html
https://dph.georgia.gov/find-location/covid-19-testing-site


Will the school employ measures for social 
distancing?
Floyd County School System employees, students, parents, and any essential visitors 
will be encouraged to stay approximately 6 feet away from others, if possible, and 
avoid contact with others.

PES will implement several practices where feasible to follow best hygiene practices 
and assist in social distancing, including encouraging hand washing and face 
coverings. To the extent feasible, students will not share personal items, electronics, 
books, games, or learning aids.

We are working to minimize student traffic flow and developing traffic flow patterns 
to maximize social distancing, increasing desk spacing where possible, turning desks 
to face the same way where possible, using dividers as barriers, minimizing group 
settings, and limiting mixing between groups.

Students at increased risk of severe illness may choose the Virtual Learning Academy 
instead of Traditional In-School Learning.

Will my child have to wear a face mask?
In accordance with current state guidance, students are encouraged, but not required 
to wear face masks at this time. FCS will be providing students with a mask which was 
donated by Floyd Medical Center.

Will my child’s teacher have to wear a face 
mask?
In accordance with current state guidance, staff will not be required, but strongly 
recommended to wear masks or face shields when social distancing cannot be 
maintained.

What about field trips?
All field trips have been temporarily suspended.



What will arrival to school look like?
Bus riders will continue to arrive and unload on the bus porch on the side of the school 
each morning. Students will walk to the gym like they normally do. They will walk 
through the gym. A Grab and Go breakfast option will be offered outside the 
lunchroom door in Dragon Alley. Students will take their breakfast directly to their 
classroom to eat.

Car riders will continue to drop off in the front of the school and will walk to the gym 
door. Procedures will be the same as bus riders.

Random health screenings, which will generally include temperature checks, will be 
conducted in the gym by a trained staff member. Students and employees with 
COVID-19 symptoms and/or a temperature greater than 100.4 degrees will be 
immediately isolated and arrangements will be made to send the individual home. 
Local health officials will be notified for guidance if needed on next steps, including 
deep cleaning and potential closures.

If a student is arriving late to school (after 8:00 AM), student will come in the front 
door. They will have to ring the door buzzer. An office staff member will check the 
child in. Random health screenings will continue during late arrival check-in as well. 

What will dismissal look like?
Bus riders will be dismissed in a way to minimize traffic in the hallways and allow for 
as much social distancing as possible.

We are implementing a program called Silent Dismissal. Each student will be assigned 
a number which will be listed on the pick up card. The staff member on duty  will enter 
the number into a device that will project on the board in your child's classroom. The 
student will come out the front door to load in the car. 10 cars will be loaded at a time 
in a single line. This new program allows car riders to remain in their classrooms in 
the afternoon rather than congregating in the gym. 

Parents may check out students except from 2:45-3:15 PM as in the past. Please 
maintain social distancing while waiting in the security atrium. Parents and non 
business critical visitors will not be allowed past the security doors.

Will After School Care be offered?
After School Care will be offered 3:30-6:00 PM each day for the fee of $7 per day for 
the first student and $3 for each additional sibling.



Can I visit my child at school?
As you know, we love our parents and visitors. Unfortunately, until further notice no 
parents, guardians, volunteers, or mentors will be allowed inside the school (past the 
security doors). The only people allowed in our buildings will be school system 
employees and business critical visitors.

Parent conferences and meetings will be held via phone, email, or through virtual 
meetings.

Unfortunately, this includes all school activities that parents traditionally enjoy, 
including having lunch with students, participating in classroom activities, or 
volunteer work.

We greatly value our volunteers, mentors, parents, and other special guests and 
appreciate the important role you so often fill at school. However, the health and 
safety of all students and staff must remain the top priority.

What will my child's classroom look like?
Teachers are setting up their classrooms to maximize social distancing for students. 
Dividers will be used when social distancing is difficult such as classrooms with tables.
Students will keep their items with them during the day and will not share supplies 
such as pencils, markers, etc. Traffic patterns have been adjusted to allow as much 
distancing as possible during transitions or if needed, teachers will make the 
transition instead of the students. Classes will not gather as large groups in small 
spaces, such as a whole class gathering on the carpet. Instead, technology will be 
utilized for group work  and collaboration of students. 

Students will continue to have the opportunity for daily activity classes as normally 
scheduled (Art, Music, PE, and Media Center). All activity classes will encourage 
physical distancing where feasible and will limit student contact. Having class 
outdoors will be encouraged. Any instruments, equipment, or other special class 
materials used by students during this time will be sanitized between use. 

Students will remain with their teams for the intervention block as feasible. We know 
that some students will need to change classes for interventions or resource. We will 
utilize social distancing in the halls during these transition times.

The school custodial team will follow sanitation guidelines for daily disinfecting our 
school with approved cleaning supplies. Classroom teachers may supplement with 
their own cleaning routines throughout the day as well. The whole school will be 
fogged with disinfectant weekly. This will be done after hours.



What will hallways and transitions look 
like this year?
Hallway and other traffic patterns have been planned with social distancing in mind.

At PES students already observe traffic patterns when moving about the building, 
walking on the colored tiles. These procedures will continue. However, at this time, 
when lining up for movement from one location to another, classmates will stand 
approximately two feet behind the person in front of them rather than standing 
directly behind one another.

As noted in the arrival and dismissal sections as well as the social distancing section, 
we are working to minimize student traffic flow and developing traffic flow patterns to 
maximize social distancing. Some of our new traffic patterns will be utilizing our 
outside classroom doors. 

What about Open House for back to school?
To protect everyone's health and safety we will not have our annual Open House. This 
year's orientation will look very different from previous years. However, we will do our 
best to reach out and welcome parents and students.

Even though we cannot come together in person, we will offer an opportunity to 
connect virtually to meet your child’s teachers. Teachers  names will be available 
through the PowerSchool Parent Portal, and rosters will be posted outside the 
lunchroom the week school starts.

We also will offer a drive up opportunity to give out back to school paperwork, car tags,  
and collect school supplies. We will share details soon.

As soon as we have information about bus routes, we will post and share this 
information so that parents can look up their child's morning and afternoon bus 
number and arrival times.

Where will students eat lunch?
Students will eat lunch in their classrooms. To begin the year, students will also not 
enter their number on the keypad when getting their breakfast or lunch. Instead, 
teachers will provide a roster with student ID numbers to the cafeteria manager.

Unfortunately, we will not be allowed to have visitors for lunch until further notice.
No outside food meant to be shared (ex. cupcakes) will be allowed at school. 



How will students receive special services, 
like special education, 504 plan, or gifted?
Students will continue to receive their services at school. If you have any questions 
regarding this, please contact your principal, Teri Pendley - tpendley@floydboe.net.

What about Chorus, Teach Me Tennis, 
APTT, and other parent meetings?
Until further notice, all extracurricular activities will be suspended. While we will miss 
these opportunities to be together, we must protect everyone's health and safety. We 
will begin introducing clubs and group gatherings when it is deemed safe by local 
officials to do so.

Parent meetings such as APTT, Local School Governance, PTO, and EL Nights will 
occur virtually when possible. Face-to-face on campus meetings will not happen at 
this time.

It is critical for parents to stay connected to the school through Blackboard Connect, 
social media, and regularly check the school and system website for information and 
updates.

Will students be able to use water 
fountains?
All students will be provided with a PES water bottle with their name on it which can 
be taken home to be cleaned. Students will be encouraged to bring a water bottle to 
school each day. Students can use classroom sinks to fill bottles when needed.

There will also be paper cups/cones available near water fountains for student use.

What about restroom breaks?
Students will have scheduled restroom breaks during the day. Only a few students will 
be allowed in the restroom at a time. Students waiting will be socially distanced in the 
hallway (2 feet apart). Students will also be allowed to go between breaks if it is an 
emergency. Signage will be placed in all bathrooms reminding students to wash their 
hands for at least 20 seconds.



What protective measures will be taken on 
the bus?
Bus drivers will clean bus seats, handles, and railings before each route, and students 
will be separated on the bus to the best extent possible. Buses will also be fogged with 
disinfectant on a regular basis. Windows will be put down if weather permits to 
increase air circulation.

Bus drivers remain committed to the overall safety of all student passengers each 
morning and each afternoon, including their role in helping to stop the spread of 
COVID-19.

What if a student or staff member presents 
with symptoms of COVID-19 at school?
If a student displays COVID-19 symptoms or has a temperature above 100.4  degrees, 
the child's parents or guardians will be contacted to pick up the student.
The student will be isolated from others  until picked up by a parent or guardian.
If a parent cannot be reached or a student is not picked up within a reasonable time 
frame, the school resource officer will be notified.

We will follow guidance from the Georgia Department of Public Health regarding 
students returning to school.

Parents should contact the school registrar regarding any subsequent diagnosis of a 
child sent home from school, or who otherwise has exhibited symptoms of COVID-19. 
Similarly, parents should notify us if anyone in the household has tested positive for 
COVID-19.

Any siblings of students sent home will be allowed to stay at school unless they exhibit 
symptoms also. Any siblings or any other student living with a person who tests 
positive for COVID-19 may be required to quarantine off campus, and may not return 
to face-to-face instruction until cleared to do so by the school nurse.

If a case of COVID-19 is diagnosed, local health and school system officials will be 
notified. Department of Public Health guidance will be followed, and local health and 
school officials will determine the next steps the school will follow, which may range 
from deep cleaning areas to school closing. Local public health officials will determine 
when or if letters will be sent home. The privacy of student, family, and employee 
health matters will be maintained.



Will my child still have recess?
Yes. All students will still have the opportunity for recess each day. Teams of 2 and 3 
will have staggered times and will play in an assigned outdoor area to limit contact 
with other students. Students will be encouraged to socially distance themselves while 
playing. 

Can I bring snacks or a birthday treat to 
school for my child’s class?
Due to safety concerns, outside food of any kind will not be allowed at this time.

How will my child be protected at school?
We will have a number of measures to keep students safe while at school.
These measures include:
● Students will eat breakfast and lunch in the classroom.
● Two blocks of separation between students while walking as a class or group in 

the hallway.
● Right-hand traffic lanes on colored tiles in the hallway and outdoor routes will be 

utilized to prevent face to face traffic as much as possible.
● Desks and tables will be separated in the classroom to the extent possible (most 

commonly approximately 2-3 feet apart). Dividers will be utilized if needed.
● Group activities will be limited. Students will stay with their homeroom class as 

much as possible.
● Custodians will follow sanitation protocols and will clean all areas of the school 

at least daily with approved materials for disinfecting. Custodians will have an 
increased cleaning schedule for common areas such as student hallways and 
restrooms. Custodians will also pay special attention to areas where items are 
touched regularly by students (ex. door handles, light switches, etc.) Classrooms 
will be fogged weekly with disinfectant.

● Teachers and staff will also sanitize items and areas after use throughout the day.
● Students will keep their items with them during the day and will not share 

materials.
● Both arrival and dismissal procedures have changed to ensure that students are 

not gathered together and that they are staggered to the greatest extent possible.
● Hand sanitizer dispensers will be placed in every classroom. Students will have 

increased opportunities for hand washing during the school day.
● Students will be taught health and safety lessons on hand washing, social 

distancing, not using the materials of others and other safety measures.
● Signage regarding social distancing and hygiene will be placed throughout the 

school. 



2020-2021 School Year Calendar


